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JAH! RAS TAFARI! HAILE SELASSIE I! 

Majesty Love and Manassa Blessings to one and all! Rastafari! 

Again, we declare that this is a time of blessings and empowerment where JAH the 

Originator, the Creator has empowered I n I Rastafari to see and commit ourselves to 

Him as His new creation and to have a new outlook and hope in the way of full 

salvation. 

In this issue, we give thanks for the coming of His Imperial Majesty to the Caribbean 

in April 1966 and His symbolic and significant visit to Jamaica on 21st April 1966 (21st 

Manassa 35HIM, known as Grounation Day). 

 

His Imperial Majesty’s visit to the Caribbean 

Our King came to the Caribbean, giving thanks for the love and concern of its people 

towards the Ethiopian cause and for her progress. The King also came to empower 

and inspire the Caribbean people and to further establish bonds of solidarity between 

Ethiopia and the Caribbean for the progress of all Africans on the continent and the 

diaspora. 

 

Grounation Day 

In particular, His Imperial Majesty’s visit to Jamaica on 21st April 1966 / Manassa 21st 

35HIM, is of spiritual and cultural significance to the global community of Rastafari and 

is known as Grounation Day. Grounation Day literally and symbolically is the day that 

the King of kings walked on the ground of his people and created a lasting bond 

(covenant) with them. The visitation of the King of kings inspired and empowered the 

Rastafari faithful and people of divine purpose to be New Earth Creators,  

independent, empowered, free thinking people, with a new outlook and dominion to 

shape their own destiny. 

 

This Glory’s Article 

In this issue we review His Imperial Majesty’s visit to Jamaica on Grounation Day. 

Before that, we will touch on a very similar visitation, that of our Lord Yesus Kristos on 

the last glory (week) of His testimony on earth, where His people acknowledged Him 

as King and Lord, Root of David. 
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TIME OF YESUS VISITATION TO HIS PEOPLE 

As Rastafari, we see the visitation of 

His Imperial Majesty as a seal and 

confirmation of the beginnings of a 

new creation, that we believe and 

receive as His New Covenant people. 

For I n I Rastafari, the Faithful and 

True came, so that we might embrace 

with His Imperial Majesty, the gift and 

empowerment of the life of the Eternal 

heritage of full salvation. 

His Imperial Majesty’s visitation to 

Jamaica and the response of His 

people mirrors and brings into 

remembrance the visitation of our Lord 

to His people, bringing with Him the gift 

of salvation,  which eventually would 

be offered to all nations. The scriptures 

prophesied Yesus’ soon coming glory to His people more than 450 years  before it 

was fulfilled. 

“Rejoice greatly daughter of Zion, shout O daughter of Jerusalem. 

Behold your king is coming to you, He is just and having salvation, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey”. (Zechariah 

9:9). 

 

JAH Keeps Silent 

Before this prophecy was fulfilled by Yesus, there was a gap of more than 400 years 

between the end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New Testament, 

during which time JAH did not speak in Israel and He did not appear to be involved 

their affairs. This included the Maccabean period, and during the succession of 

empires; Persian, Greek, Egyptian and Syrian. By the time Yesus was born, Israel was 

under Roman occupation and there was no longer a seed of David occupying the 

throne, but instead, a descendant of Esau, the one called Herod. (St Matthew 2:1-2). 

 

JAH Speaks With a New Testament 

Now was the time of blessing where this prophecy was to be fulfilled with a new 

testament of God. This new testament opens with JAH speaking to Israel through the 

prophet, John the Baptist, who prophesied of the Holy One’s coming (St Mark 1:1-8). 
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Yesus Anointed of God ~ “The Kristos” (Christ) 

“It came to pass in those days that Yesus came from Nazareth of 

Galilee and was baptised by John in the Jordan”. (St Mark 1:9). 

Yesus the Son of God, the Anointed One of JAH, ministered to Israel for approximately 

three and a half years after His baptism, preaching: 

“…the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand”. (St Mark 

1:15) 

“…God anointed Yesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power, who went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him”. (Acts 10:38). 

 

Prophecy Fulfilled ~ The Visitation 

In the last glory (week) of Yesus’ life testimony, He entered Jerusalem as was 

prophesied by Zechariah. With His descent from the Mount of Olives, “riding on a 

donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey”, the multitude of believers rejoiced, 

crying out: 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He Who comes in the name 

of the LORD! Hosanna in the highest!”. (St Matthew 21:9). 

 

The Unbelievers Judged for Not Receiving His Visitation 

Yesus said to them: 

“… “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the 

things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your 

eyes.  For days will come upon you when your enemies build an 

embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every 

side,  and level you and your children within you, to the ground; 

and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you 

did not know the time of your visitation.” (Luke 19:42-44). 

In 70 AD, thirty-seven years after our Lord’s Resurrection, the Roman army destroyed 

the city of Jerusalem and its temple and over 1,100,000 people were killed, 1 

“…because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

 
1 Chronology of the War according to Josephus (C. J. Goldberg) 
http://www.josephus.org/FlJosephus2/warChronology7Fall.html  
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GROUNATION DAY ~ H.I.M. VISITATION 

The heat that rose from the tarmac of Kingston’s Palisadoes Airport was nothing 

compared to the level of expectation that was seeping through the thousands that had 

gathered that 21st day of April 1966. The day had been declared a public holiday in 

honour of the first state visit of His Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie 1st to 

Jamaica.   

The crowds, brimming with Rastafari 

men, women and children, began 

streaming towards the airport since 

early Wednesday morning. They 

travelled by bicycle, dray, bus, donkey 

cart, motorbike and on foot, clogging 

roads, leading from the Wareika Hills, 

Cockpit Country, the John Crow 

Mountains of Portland, Guy’s Hill and 

Mount Diablo in St Catherine, Dolphin’s 

Head in Hanover, Munro College in St 

Elizabeth, the cool, lush recesses of Mandeville, and the seaside villages of Negril, 

Savannah-la-Mar, Oracabessa, Manchioneal and Morant Bay. It was estimated that 

around 100,000 people from all over the island had gathered for this historic occasion. 

The weather was overcast, with 

lightening, etched into the dark 

clouds, followed by deep 

rumblings of thunder, but that 

scene changed dramatically to 

bright sunshine when the 

insignia of the Lion of Judah with 

the green, gold and red banner 

came into view. When the 

assembled Rastafari beheld the 

Imperial Lion of the plane’s 

fuselage, they pushed their way 

through police lines and 

swarmed all around the plane, 

even as the engines were still being shut down. Giant chalices were lit up in the shade 

cast by the imperial wings.  The air was full of singing and chanting and the recitation 

of psalms.  

Hundreds prostrated themselves on the tarmac and waited for the Emperor to come 

out. However, His Imperial Majesty did not come out immediately. In fact, it would be 

another 45 minutes before the plane door opened and His Imperial Majesty appeared 

at the top of the steps, ready to descend.  

http://www.tabot.co.uk/
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However, when he did appear, he was overwhelmed by the tumultuous reception. 

According to Mitsy Seaga, wife of the then Minister of Development, Edward Seaga,  

the crowd responded to seeing His Majesty with a roar that “was louder than the sound 

of thunder rolling, louder even than an explosion”. The Jamaican government may 

have arranged this as a state visit but as far as the Rastafari were concerned, His 

Imperial Majesty had come specially to see them. 

After waving to the ecstatic 

crowd, His Imperial Majesty 

went back into the plane 

and waited because the 

plane was completely 

surrounded and there was 

no way for him leave.  It was 

at this time that one of the 

Rastafari elders, Mortimer 

Planno, was called upon by 

the authorities to negotiate 

His Majesty’s route from the 

plane to the waiting 

limousine. After emerging 

from inside the plane, 

Planno addressed the 

crowd: 

“The Emperor has instructed me to tell you to be calm. Step back and let the Emperor 

land”  

His Majesty was then escorted, by Planno, down the steps, and it was expected that 

he would head toward the red carpet, as was usual for all visiting dignitaries. However, 

what was noticed by the Rastafari and the puzzled journalists,  was that His Majesty 

deliberately avoided walking on the red carpet on his way to the limousine and chose 

to walk on the ground instead. This gave rise to the word ‘Grounation’ which is an 

Iyaric2 word meaning  ‘making contact with the soil’. 

According to one of those who attended, Brother George Huggins of Accompong:  “It 

is hard to put in words what seeing this man, this great man, the Lord of lords, in 

Jamaica, meant to us in the Rastafarian community. We had heard so much about 

him for so long”. 

 
2 A language developed and spoken by the Rastafari community https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iyaric 
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Meanwhile, among those who were 

making their way to the Palisadoes 

airport was a group of friends. One of 

them was Rita Anderson, who later 

became Rita Marley, wife of Bob 

Marley. She had heard, from Rasta 

musicians at Coxone studios, that His 

Imperial Majesty bore in his palms, the 

marks of the holy stigmata, the nail 

prints of the Crucifixion.  

As His Imperial Majesty passed by in 

the motorcade, Rita and her friends, who had been expecting to see a great and noble 

king, someone larger than life, were surprised to see a man who was not very tall and 

who had a mild countenance. Rita was hoping to see His Imperial Majesty’s hand to 

confirm what she had been told, when, at that moment, His Majesty waved at her as 

he passed by in the car. 

“And when I looked into his hand, there was the nail print, the mark, that black mark 

in the centre of his hand. I said, My God! This is the man!” 

Rita wrote to Bob, who was at that time in America to tell him what she had seen. 

During the three day visit, 

representatives from the Rastafari 

community, including Mortimer 

Planno, Prince Emmanuel and 

others,  were included in the official 

delegations. The Jamaican 

government, who regarded the 

Rastafari as social undesirables, 

were forced to acknowledge the 

respect and attention that His 

Imperial Majesty gave them. The 

Rastafari guests who attended the 

functions received gold medals 

bearing the Ethiopian seal directly 

from the hand of His Imperial 

Majesty which was no doubt a 

great and unforgettable honour. 

They were the only recipients of 

such an honour on this visit.  

http://www.tabot.co.uk/


Tabot Rastafari Ministries  
Manassa 90HIM 3rd Glory ~ Ras Mahitema Selassie  

19th Manassa 90HIM / 19th April 2021 

www.tabot.co.uk  
 

RASTAFARI IN COVENANT 

 

 
8 

As part of the evening reception at King’s 

House,  Count Ossie and his band had the 

honour of playing ‘Nyabinghi’ for the first time 

in the hearing of the Emperor.  

This visit of His Imperial Majesty to Jamaica 

was truly the high point for the Rastafari 

community, in that they were treated with such 

respect by the King of kings. This was in stark 

contrast to the contempt with which they were 

held by the Jamaican government. This 

contempt manifested itself three months later 

when armed police demolished a Rastafari 

settlement called Back O’ Wall and evicted 

those who were living there, making thousands homeless and causing the Rastafari 

community to disperse throughout the neighbourhoods of West Kingston.  

Despite this and many other persecutions, the status of the Rastafari movement in the 

Caribbean and in particular, Jamaica, gained more respect, and attracted adherents 

and supporters from around the world. In 1970, His Imperial Majesty sent the 

Archbishop of the  Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Abba Mandefro, to establish a mission 

in Jamaica and it is estimated that during the early ‘70’s around 2,000 Rastafari were 

baptised in the Orthodox church.  

The final day of His Majesty’s 

visit ended at Montego Bay 

Airport with a military parade 

watched by the crowd, among 

whom were the Rastafari, who 

had gathered to bid farewell to 

His Imperial Majesty. He had 

touched the hearts of all 

Jamaicans but in particular, he 

respected, inspired, encouraged 

and empowered the Rastafari 

and strengthened their hope for 

the future. 

“He [His Imperial Majesty] had generated a tidal wave of emotion that swept the 

length and breath of our island and engulfed people with an enthusiasm and 

affection, never before witnessed in the history of Jamaica”. 3 

 
3 Haile Selassie April 21st 1966 state visit to Jamaica 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GKZB7CBddmM 
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I N I RASTAFARI 

Thank You JAH for Your revelation, for I n I realisation of a new awakening and for 

this spiritual quickening into a new time and mindset. 

Thank You JAH for revelation faith of H.I.M. visitation and for bestowing on us this 

wonderful blessing and sealing of the eternal heritage. 

Thank You JAH for I n I surrender to Your truth and ongoing revelation, as we go 

forward in the way of full salvation. 

Thank You JAH for making I n I, Rastafari, New Covenant people, new earth creators, 

made set and ready and declaring Your victory with New Jerusalem heritage, life and 

livity. 

Thank You JAH for Grounation Day! This is the day that You have made, and we will 

be glad and rejoice in it! 

 

 

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Root of David has Prevailed! 

The Power of the Holy Trinity has Conquered! 

JAH! RAS TAFARI! HAILE SELASSIE I! 
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