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JAH! RAS TAFARI! HAILE SELASSIE I! 

Blessed Love Tribe of Judah, O Daughter of Zion. Manassa blessings to One and all! 

Rastafari! 

“True love abounds! Yes! True love abounds! Within, round about and before us; 

Within round about and upon us; Within round about and through us, JAH true love 

abounds!” 

To our God Who is God and Who is great and Whose mercies endureth forever, thank 

You. Thank You JAH for Your loving kindness, which is with those who believe and 

receive Your love for both now and forever, Amen! 

 

Manassa Blessings 

We are here at the 4th and last glory of the month of Manassa, the month of the 

Originator. We give thanks to JAH for Manassa, the month in which we have declared 

that our wonderful heritage is rooted in the whole truth and nothing but the truth as the 

Scripture and the Lord says: “…Your Word is truth…” (St John 17:17). 

Last glory’s edition also declared Grounation Day and the visitation of our king to the 

Caribbean, where JAH Spirit empowered I n I Rastafari as New Earth Creators, made 

set and ready to be a blessing to fulfil our purpose in life and in all righteousness. 

 

Resurrection Day of Yesus ~ “The Manassa and Root of All Truth” 

Next glory, in the first issue of the month of Danaffa issue of “Exalt to Victory” we will 

touch on the Resurrection of our Lord Yesus Kristos. 

Here and now, we declare Him as “The Manassa” the Origin and Root of all truth. 

Yesus is the way, the truth and the life (St John 14:6) and further to that, He is the 

Resurrection and the Life (St John 11:25). 

Last glory we spoke of the Lord’s visitation to His people where the believers received 

Him in the name of the Lord (St Luke 19:38) but the unbelievers in the form of the 

Pharisees rejected His visitation and who received their due reward of judgement, 

which Yesus prophesied, and which was fulfilled many years after (St Luke 19:43-44). 

A one must heartically embrace and declare Him and His Resurrection for their 

salvation, for He is the Eternal Life, Who gives life to those Who embrace Him , Yesus 

Kristos, as their Lord and Saviour, the Manassa and Root of all truth. 
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INFLUENCERS OF THE RASTAFARI MOVEMENT 

 

We have not included the following influencers in the main article, but we must mention 

them here. Through the centuries there have always been Black anti-slavery societies 

campaigning for the cause of liberation. Along with them we mention two other 

prominent campaigners: 

 

Henry Sylvester Williams 

As slavery continued into the 20th century, Henry Sylvester Williams organised what 

came to be known as the first Pan African Conference in London in 1900, which took 

place from 23rd – 25th July. Sylvester is remembered as the one who introduced this 

new concept of Pan Africanism. The main objective of Pan Africanism is to encourage 

and strengthen the bonds of solidarity between all people of African descent. 

 

Marcus Garvey 

In 1914 the champion for Black liberation stepped onto the scene. Marcus Garvey was 

the first Black philosopher that had a world-wide influence on Black people, who at 

that time were under colonial rule, segregation, apartheid and other forms of 

oppression, without rights and without a voice. 

Many Rastafari elders were either part of the Garvey movement or deeply influenced 

by his philosophy and his writings. 

 

Rastafari Advocates ~ Foundations 

As we are in the month of Manassa, our origins, this article will touch on the first 

advocates of the Rastafari faith; Leonard Howell and Robert Hinds,  Joseph Nathaniel 

Hibbert and Archibald Dunkley. We also acknowledge the founders of the Rastafari 

mansions: Ras Boanerges aka Bongo Wattu (Black Youth Movement, Nyabinghi 

Order), Prince Emmanuel (Bobo Ashanti) and Vernon Carrington aka Prophet Gad 

(Twelve Tribes of Israel). 
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THE FIRST ADVOCATES 

 

Leonard Howell  

Born in Crawle River, Clarendon, Jamaica, Howell left the 

country as a youth to live with his father in Cuba. From there 

he began traveling to many places, including Panama and 

New York, and returned to Jamaica in 1932. He began 

preaching in 1933 about what he considered an important 

symbolism for the  African diaspora—the crowning of Negus 

Tafari Makonnen as Emperor Haile Selassie 1st of Ethiopia.  

Over the following years, Howell’s preaching brought him 

into conflict with all the establishment’s authorities in 

Jamaica: the planters, the trade unions, established churches, police, and colonial 

authorities, all of whom regarded Howell as a threat because of the  anti-colonial 

message of the Rastafari movement at that time. He was also promoting the idea of a 

positive black racial identity. 

In 1934, Howell and another Rastafari pioneer Robert Hinds were arrested and 

charged with sedition. He pleaded not guilty to openly expressing hatred and contempt 

for the Jamaican government and the King of England and for disturbing the public 

peace. Howell defended himself in court, using a photograph of Haile Selassie as 

evidence. It was during this trial that Howell is reported to have declared that Haile 

Selassie 1st was “the Messiah returned to earth”. He was sentenced to two years in 

prison for sedition.  

In 1938, Howell was sent to Bellevue Mental Asylum after being certified as insane for 

inflammatory statements published in his book “The Promised Key”. In this book, 

Howell claimed that the Roman Catholic Pope was “satan, the devil” and, from other 

statements in the book, created the impression that war was being declared against 

colonialism and white supremacy, which Howell asserted should be replaced with 

“Black supremacy”.  

In 1940 Howell created the first Rastafari village at Sligo Ville, St Catherine, called 

Pinnacle. Soon after its foundation, other similar Rastafari communities were 

established across Jamaica. Pinnacle was especially known for growing ganja, that 

for many Rastafari, has religious significance.   

Over the following years, Pinnacle would be subject to many police raids and Howell 

would be regularly arrested. The final raid in 1958 saw Pinnacle’s destruction, its 

residents scattered, and Howell confined to a mental asylum.  

Leonard Howell is remembered as a pioneer of the Rastafari movement and the 

Leonard P. Howell Foundation was created to perpetuate and honour his memory. 
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The Foundation is campaigning for the remnants of Pinnacle to be restored and 

become a UNESCO World Heritage Site, an international Rastafari worship and 

research centre and a monument to the vision and leadership of Leonard Percival 

Howell, the First Rasta.  

 

Henry Archibald Dunkley 

Henry Archibald Dunkley, along with Leonard Howell, Joseph 

Hibbert , and Robert Hinds, was one of the early preachers of 

the Rastafari movement in Jamaica, following the coronation 

of RasTafari as Emperor Haile Selassie 1st of Ethiopia on 2nd  

November 1930. 

Dunkley had spent much time away from Jamaica, as a 

seaman employed by the United Fruit Company and he 

returned to Port Antonio, Jamaica on December 8, 1930, 

where he switched professions, becoming a street preacher. 

His studies of the Bible had convinced him that the newly 

crowned Haile Selassie 1st was the returned Messiah, and 

that Rastafari was the  name of God. By 1933, he had 

relocated to Kingston, where the King of kings Ethiopian Mission was founded. 

Following Howell’s December 1933 imprisonment for sedition, Dunkley too was 

imprisoned briefly by the authorities a number of times in 1934 and 1935 on charges 

of “disorderly conduct”. In August 1938, he became one of the founder members of 

the first Jamaican local chapter of the Ethiopian World Federation, Local 17, which 

however became dormant soon afterward, to be replaced by the more permanent 

Local 31. 

 Joseph Nathaniel Hibbert. 

Joseph Nathaniel Hibbert was born in Jamaica in 1894. 

Around 1911, at the age of 18, he moved to Costa Rica 

where he spent 20 years at farm work. While he was 

there Hibbert became a member of the Ancient Order 

of Ethiopia masonic lodge. His background at this time 

had been with the Ethiopian Baptist Church, founded in 

Jamaica by the 18th century Baptist preacher George 

Lisle. Hibbert returned to Jamaica in 1931, starting his 

ministry, “Ethiopian Coptic Faith”, to teach that the 

newly crowned Haile Selassie 1st was divine, in St. 

Andrew Parish, in a district called Benoah. He reached 

this conclusion independently, having studied the 

Ethiopic translation of the Bible.  
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Sometime later, he transferred his ministry to Kingston, where he found that another 

street preacher named Leonard P. Howell was already teaching many similar 

doctrines. Like Howell and Dunkley, Hibbert was subjected to arrest and imprisonment 

by authorities, and he was also a founding member of the Ethiopian World Federation 

EWF Local 17. 

Hibbert was probably among the Rastafari elders, including Mortimer Planno, who 

were given the honour of meeting with Haile Selassie 1st  on his historic 1966 visit to 

Jamaica. In 1970, Hibbert formally invited the Archbishop Laike Mandefro, whom Haile 

Selassie 1st  had sent to Jamaica as emissary of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo 

Church, to teach Rastafarians about the Orthodox Faith, and in 1971, Mandefro 

named Hibbert as a “Spiritual Organizer”. 

 

FOUNDERS OF THE FIRST MANSIONS 

Ras Boanerges ~ Nyabinghi Order 

Born George Watson, in the parish of St. Mary, later 

called Ras Boanerges or Elder Bongo Watu, his 

ancestors came from the Scott's Hall Maroons of that 

parish. His mother was an ardent Garveyite. It was from 

her that he learned how to be an African. The lessons 

that his Maroon ancestry and his mother taught him 

helped to sustain his vision of a Redeemed Africa and his 

militant fight against "Babylon." While still in his teens, he 

sighted the light of Rastafari. As a young man, he 

founded the Youth Black Faith. 

The Nyabinghi tradition of Melchizedek and Moses experienced new-birth in the 

Jamaica Rastafari movement and particularly through the dread lock congregation of 

the Youth Black Faith (YBF), which is the birth camp of the theocratic house of the 

Nyabinghi Order today. Ras Boanerges ( a.k.a. Bongo Watu), along with Phillip 

Panhandle and Bredda Arthur, established a priestly administration of Rastafari 

tradition, based on the collective brotherhood, not on the undivided leadership of one 

prophet.  

By 1947, his home at 9th Street, Trench Town was a hub for members and 

sympathizers of the Rastafari Faith. It was at 9th Street that he assisted developing 

some of the tenets that came to be regarded as fundamental to the Nyabinghi Order. 

He became one of the Nyabinghi Order's foremost pioneers. Many contemporary 

elders grew in the faith in his yard. He regarded himself as the founder of the Nyabinghi 

Order and conducted Nyabinghi services in the tradition of the shepherd, with the 

congregation as his flock.  
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Ras Boanerges sacrificed his freedom and faced death on more than one occasion 

during the fifties and sixties. He was sent to jail for herb possession four times. He was 

poisoned twice; once by a warder and the other time by a jealous enemy within the 

congregation. The experience made him peculiar in his eating habits. He became a 

very strict "italist," who preferred to cook his food himself and ate mostly raw 

vegetables, fruits and juices.  

 

Prince Emmanuel ~ Bobo Shanti 

Prince Emmanuel founded the Ethiopia Africa Black 

International Congress Church of True Divine Salvation. 

(Bobo) King Emmanuel struggled relentlessly for the rights of 

African people the world over. Undeniably, it was the Rt. Hon. 

Prince Emmanuel who coined the slogan, “Freedom, 

Redemption and International Repatriation,” that the 

Rastaman and Woman so longed desired, the right to return 

home.  

Prince Emmanuel ever since the late 40’s have pursued the 

Right of Repatriation for the descendants of African slaves 

scattered throughout the west. Noted for being one of the 

earliest agitators for reparations, Prince Emmanuel and his 

Congress had for decades been on the forefront in the repatriation struggle. 

Little is known about the early life of Prince Emmanuel, who appeared in Treasure’s 

Beach in the Parish of St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, around 1915. Brother Eddie, as he is 

also called, migrated from St Elizabeth into the capital city Kingston during the early 

1930’s. At that time, the newly formed RasTafari Movement was gaining the attention 

of many of the inner city youths in the island.  

One day, while painting a building Prince Edwards fell off a ladder and although he 

was able to walk away uninjured, it was that incident which he says led him to leave 

Up Park Camp to pursue His Father’s mission. In 1944, he moved to an area called 

Ackee Walk, located in Back-O-Wall, which was one of the major cultivating grounds 

of the RasTafari Nation. 

Following his move to Ackee Walk, in 1948 the Hon. Prince Emmanuel began lobbying 

the heads of the Jamaican and British governments, for free transportation to 

repatriate the descendants of African slaves living in Jamaica and the western world 

back to Africa. By the 1950’s Brother Eddie was becoming a prominent elder in the 

RasTafari movement who taught the people of their true heritage and nationality. 

Prince Emmanuel organized and convened a 21 day seminar on the topic of 

repatriation. The Convention was held on March 1st 1958 at Prince Emmanuel’s 
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former residence, 54b Spanish Town Rd. Kingston Jamaica. This was historicized as 

the ‘First Grounation’ of the RasTafari Brethren. Prince Edwards was the chairman 

and Bongo Wattu the ceremonial High Priest of the occasion as 3,000 Rastafari 

attended to sing and chant to the Nyabinghi drums.  

The Convention was highly publicized and people from all over the island came with 

the hope of leaving the Caribbean for Africa. During this March 1st Convention the 

Ethiopia Africa National Congress was formed, now known as the Ethiopia Africa Black 

International Congress. 

Like his contemporaries, Prince Emmanuel was subject to intense persecution, mostly 

at the hands of the Jamaican police force and this resulted in frequent arrests and 

imprisonment  These injustices came to a head with the government’s destruction of 

Back-O-Wall in 1966 to make way for Tivoli Gardens housing project. More than 3,000 

residents of Back-O-Wall were made homeless, and the Rastafari were scattered 

throughout West Kingston. 

The high point of Prince Emmanuel’s testimony was when he was presented to His 

Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie 1st  and received a gold medal from his hand.  

The Ethiopia Africa Black International Congress Church of True Divine Salvation is 

now located on Mount Teman, also known as Bobo Hill. It has become a symbol of 

self-reliance and its broom industry is a universally recognised trademark of the Bobo 

Shanti. 

 

Vernon Carrington aka Prophet Gad ~ Twelve Tribes 

of Israel 

Doctor Vernon Carrington aka Prophet Gad,  founder of 

the Twelve Tribes of Israel, was born on November 1, 

1935, one of five children born to parents George 

Carrington and Elfreda Myrie. George was born in 

England and met Elfreda, a Jamaican, in Cuba. They 

returned to Jamaica where George worked as a store 

clerk and Elfreda, known as Miss Freda, sold juice. In 

1961, Prophet Gad moved to his grandmother, Lillian 

Myrie’s home in Trenchtown. It was here that he began 

the Twelve Tribes of Israel. 

The Twelve Tribes of Israel began on 25th February 1968. Their first task was to gather 

49 executive members consisting of twelve brothers and their shadows, and twelve 

sisters and their shadows and Sister Dinah. Prophet Gad was responsible for 

establishing branches in Trinidad, Tobago, Barbados, St. Vincent, Grenada, Guyana, 

United States, United Kingdom, and Ethiopia.   
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The Twelve Tribes of Israel accept Yesus Kristos as Lord and Saviour and see His 

Imperial Majesty as the revealed personality and representative of Yesus Kristos. 

Prophet Gad encouraged Twelve Tribe members to read a chapter of the Bible every 

day. Each of the tribes were represented by a colour and a month of the calendar. For 

example, the tribe of Joseph is white and the month is July. 

Prophet Gad was a member of the Ethiopian World Federation, which was founded by 

Emperor Haile Selassie 1st and was also one of the founders of the Jamaican 

Rastafarian Development Community (JRDC) in Shashamane, Ethiopia.  

In 1997 Prophet Gad was interviewed on Irie FM by Ms Andrea Williams. What follows 

is an extract from the interview.: 
 

A.W. Alright. The 12 Tribes of Israel have been accused of being elitist, catering to 

 the middle class and whites. Is that a fair criticism? 

 

P.G. "No that is not a fair criticism. Because we are not catering for only 

 one set of people. Out of one blood is all nation, so it is all called, 

 but we know that not everybody is going to see what we are all 

 doing." 

 

A.W. I know a lot of people are listening now are saying to themselves: But no, we 

 always did think that only a certain type of people were members of The  12 

 Tribes of Israel, and isn't it interesting that a Rastafarian group cared, when 

 most Rastafarians are saying: "Down with the with the white downpressors" 

 that 12 Tribes of Israel actually embrace all races. 

 

P.G. That is correct. We read in the Bible that out of one blood all nation, 

 so it would be wrong for us to say only one race, we wouldn't 

 survive that way, God make all of us, so, that is where I stand." 

 

A.W. The 12 Tribes of Israel is seen as closer to Christianity than other 

 Rastafarian groups. Is there a basic difference in the doctrine? 

 

P.G. "Yes, there is a basic difference because we see Christ, and that he 

 die and rose again, and that he die for our sin, we see that person. 

 So that is, you know, a different teaching, because is not many 

 see this teaching, that  Christ is the person." 

 

A.W. We want to move on now to the doctrine. Recently we've had much debate 

 on this program "Running African" and other programs about the Divinity 

 of His Majesty the Emperor Haile Selassie as it relates the return of Jesus 

 Christ. What are your thoughts on the matter? 

http://www.tabot.co.uk/


Tabot Rastafari Ministries  
Manassa 90HIM 4th Glory ~ Ras Mahitema Selassie  

26th Manassa 90HIM / 26th April 2021 

www.tabot.co.uk  
 

RASTAFARI IN COVENANT 

 
 

 
10 

P.G. "Well, Christ is to return and sit on the Throne of David, so I 

 strongly believe that, you know, Christ is going to come and sit 

 on the Throne of  David." 

 

A.W. You said something very important here and something that may disturb 

 the Rastafarian Movement in Jamaica. Christ, You're talking about the 

 return of Christ. 

 

P.G. "Yes, I am talking about the return of Christ who is going to sit on 

 the throne of David." 

 

A.W. Are you making a differentiation between Jesus Christ and Haile Selassie. 

 

P.G. "Yes, I am making a differentiation. Because Christ the same 

 yesterday,  today and forever. And even after His Majesty say,  

 Him  saved not by the  man character but by the blood of Jesus 

 Christ." 

 
 

 

I N I RASTAFARI 

Our God and Guardian Shepherd, Who watches over I n I, Who it seemed was silent 

for a time, will now not keep silent. For the Lord reigns forever. Your God O Zion reigns 

and He reigns over the nations and truth and justice are His thrones. 

We give thanks to You Our God Most High for Your Manassa blessings and for 

bestowing upon I n I Rastafari, the kingdom of the Son of Your love (Colossians 1:12-

14), so that we might keep in “the way” and establish this wonderful heritage that is 

now with I n I Rastafari for both now and forever! (Psalm 132:11-18 / Psalm 87). 

 

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Root of David has Prevailed! 

The Power of the Holy Trinity Has Conquered! 

JAH! RAS TAFARI! HAILE SELASSIE I! 
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